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Co-operative Education Research Conference – 21 April 

2016 

Abstracts (300 words): 5 December 2015  

Notification of acceptance: 20 December 2015 

 

The Co-operative Education Research Conference takes place on 21 April 2016 as part of 

the Co-operative Education Conference, 21-22 April inclusive. The days are linked with the 

former focusing on research, and the latter more practice and case study based. Research 

contributors are encouraged to stay for and, if they wish, contribute to, both days. 

 

Research Conference Objectives           

 To provide a forum for academic, practitioner and policy focused researchers 

to share their research on key themes in global co-operative education, 

educational strategy, and practice. 

 To build on and co-create new knowledge around effective models of 

co-operative education and practice at a time of rapid global change. 

 To provide a scholarly space for aspirational thinking on the role, purpose and 

place of co-operative education and how research can inform that. 

 To build a co-operative research community of practice concerned to critically 

reflect on co-operative education and its application. 

 

Research Conference Rationale 

We are experiencing a significant turn in public and scholarly interest in co-operatives as 

alternative educational and livelihood-building approaches in the UK and internationally. 

Researchers and co-operative educators are concerned in particular with co-operative 

learning and teaching, co-operative educational structures and models, the place of 

co-operative culture and identity in co-operative education and co-operative agency, and the 

role of co-operative education in wealth creation, poverty alleviation, citizen empowerment 

and decent work.  

Yet agreement as to what constitutes impactful co-operative education and learning, how to 

most successfully embed it and how to make it count towards building a co-operative future 

remains contested and complex. At the same time, acknowledgement of the International 

Co-operative Alliance’s values and principles does not automatically translate into 

co-operative attributes, a concern voiced by co-operators committed to building 'the 

co-operative character' from the nineteenth century onwards.   

What we do know is that there is not one model of co-operative education and that it 

manifests itself in multiple ways to serve different purposes and understandings of 

co-operation globally. The understanding of co-operative education that we are using for the 

purposes of this conference is: education and learning by, with or for the co-operative 

movement and those interested in co-operatives which is based on co-operative values, 

pedagogical approaches and governance systems.  
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This interdisciplinary conference focuses on the ways in which co-operative education, 

whether formal or informal, in schools, universities, workplaces or communities can 

contribute to building co-operative authenticity and resilience around the world. Some of the 

questions we are interested in are:  

 What is the purpose, place and aim of co-operative education in a period of 

global economic and social disruption?  

 Is co-operative education distinct from, or complementary to, other forms of 

open and distributed education?  

 What is the relationship between co-operative education and the ‘new’ ideas 

about co-operation that are emerging globally?   
 

Call for Research Conference Papers 

The conference invites researchers interested in co-operative education to submit an 

abstract of no longer than 300 words that fits within any of the three conference strands:  

 Shaping Co-operative Education Systems 

 Character, Learning and Co-operation  

 Learning for Global Co-operative Livelihoods. 
 

Please indicate the Strand you would like your paper or presentation to be submitted to.  

Proposals for presentations or for panels (up to six participants) and sessions (three or four 

presenters of research papers on a common theme) are welcome. The abstracts should be 

submitted by email to: abstracts@co-op.ac.uk no later than 5 December 2015.  

Email communications should indicate TCEC 2016 and the family name of the 

corresponding author in the subject area (e.g. TCEC 2016 ROSS). The message should 

indicate clearly the type of proposal - paper abstract, panel, or session. A panel or 

session proposal needs to include names of all presenters, as well as abstracts of all three 

(or maximum four) papers for a session. We welcome papers from early career researchers.  

If your abstract is accepted you will be invited to produce a paper and/or 

presentation at the Co-operative Education Conference 2016. It is anticipated that 

papers will be published as conference proceedings in a special edition of The 

Journal of Co-operative Studies, a peer-reviewed international academic journal 

which aims to promote knowledge, research and innovation within the co-operative 

sector.  
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Research Conference Strands 

Strand 1: Shaping Co-operative Education Systems 

Papers should focus on systemic aspects of co-operative education from school to 

post-compulsory levels in the UK and elsewhere. Themes might include:  

 Developing and mainstreaming co-operative learning  pathways across 

education sectors 

 Networking, deepening and consolidating learning in co-operative schools 

globally 

 Co-operative governance and business models for higher education 

 Co-operative higher education and the free university movement 

 Systemic educational change  

 Employee ownership in tertiary education 

 Engaging with the open and informal 
 

Strand 2: Character, Learning and Co-operation 

Papers might focus on values based co-operative teaching, learning and knowledge transfer 

for ‘building the co-operative character’ - a key concept in nineteenth century co-operative 

literature. Papers might be historical or contemporaneous. Themes might include: 

 Co-operative learning and co-operative identity: building the co-operative 

character 

 Learning to co-operate 

 Co-operative agency 

 Values driven curricula 

 The co-operative educator and co-operative learning 
 

Strand 3: Learning for Global Co-operative Livelihoods 

Papers might focus on models of co-operative education, learning for poverty 

reduction and wealth creation, co-operative workplace learning, learning around 

co-operative livelihood building. Themes might include:  

 Co-operative learning and livelihood building. 

 Co-operative learning and decent work in rural and urban economies in the 

global north and south 

 Co-operative learning and young people 

 Co-operative learning, women’s economic empowerment and gender equality 

 Co-operative learning, labour and social movements  

 Education for the co-operative movement – challenges and successes 

 Co-operative Colleges and co-operative educational institutions in the global 

north and south 
 


